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WAXWING

Bombycilla garrulous

This plump bird is reddish brown with a prominent crest. It has a black throat and
a small black mask around its eye. The beak is short and coloured black to dark
grey as are the legs. There is yellow and white in the wings and the tail is yellow
tipped. Waxwings are slightly smaller than a Blackbird but bigger than a Robin.

Its habitat is coniferous forest and Birch woodland in its native Scandinavia. The first arrivals appear in the UK from
around October and oveWinter until March. Flocks can be seen first on the East coast from East Anglia to Scotland and
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These occur when the population on its breeding grounds gets too big for the food available. They can be seen hopping on
the ground or catching insects on the wing. Favourite foods include plant buds, fruit and berries in particular Rowan or
Hawthorn.

They return to Scandinavia to breed and do not breed in the UK. The female Waxwi
a clutch of five eggs which are then incubated for 14 days. The young fledge v
days.

The Sussex Ornithological Society has received many sightings of Waxwings loca
winter including in Lewes near to the River Ouse.
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Do you shop online ?

Do you want to support OART at no additional cost to you?

The givingabit website contains over 100 well known online stores including De-
benhams, Amazon, Currys, Interflora and Vodafone.

All you need to do is visitww.givingabit.comand sign up giving only your name
and choice of cause to support. (we are registered as Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust).

Then when you shop online go first ¥oww.givingabit.conselect the shop you wish to buy through
which takes you direct to their website. Make your transaction and the retailer makes a donation of
up to 3% of the purchase price back to OART.

We receive the whole amount as there are no fees at all taken off by givingaligu pay the same
amount whether they donate to us or not.

Please help us to continue our work across both our river catchments. 9 W\Q@m

Shop online?

Support our charity \
at no extra cost |
to you e

go givingabit!
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Environment Agency has identified several such projects in the MORPH programme. There is a huge number
of factors to be taken into consideration before any project can come to fruition. Working out the plan is just a
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sulted. There may be special circumstances such as overhead power lines or underlying sewage/drainage
conduits to take into account.

The possible impact on flood risk has to be considered and if adjacent habitats are designated as SSSI or SAC
status, Natural England and other NGOs will be involved. If the proposed project is not complicated by too many
of these factors and is therefore relatively straightforward, we can hope for a quick win, although | have to say
that often things prove more complicated than first envisaged.

\
However, we have managed some quick wins on both the -
and Adur. One of these with which | am familiar is the chaf§ &
reprofiling and installation of a rock ramp on the Ousej&:
Sharps Bridge.

Figure 1 shows the river dividing upstream of the road bri
with the main channel to the right, where there was original
lock.

One can see how the river has changed since it was modi=
for barge navigation in the late 18th and early 19th centurie:
Any barge trying to negotiate this bridge now would bec
well and truly stuck! The remnants of the old lock have form :
weir under the main bridge, which is a barrier to fish passaZ; Fiqure 1
but the adjacent supplementary channel was also not {§ g )
friendly, with a steep gradient and unfavorable flow dyna
particularly in times of low discharge, see figure 2.

The MORPH partnership between OART, the EA and Royal
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grade the bed of the channel to improve the flow dynamics

and install a rock ramp, which breaks up the flow and allows
easement of fish passage, see figure 3.

To gain access for the machinery to the site, it was necessary
to fell some trees, but we have fganted some Guelder Rose
| and Willow to replace them.

In time, nature will forgive us for the intrusion and t
net result will be an improved habitat for the wildlife
Sharps Bridge.

Sam St.Pierre ' R TN v



MORPH

There was a point, standing on a wet and muddy field at Sheffield Park with rain falling and access to the sites virtually
impossible, that | thought none of the phase 1 MORPH projects would get finished. This particular site (Spring Meadow)
was 80% complete by the second week of September. Then the rain came and has never really stopped meaning that the
project was still only 87% complete by the end of November ! Thanks to some ingenuity and hard work by the MORPH
team & C A Blackwells, the contractors, this site was completed just before Christmas but maintenance and monitoring
are planned for the next 5 years. The river has been restored to its historic course meandering through Spring Meadow,
across a ford and then rejoining downstreathe 600m canalized section.

The site at Sharps Bridge where a rock ramp was to be installed has been completed and has been very successful in
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by Sam St Pierre).

Since the last newsletter a number of

things have happened at Buxted Park. The
weir has been removed in its entirety with

the exception of the concrete base. The
weir pool has been filled in. Willow spilling
has been placed along 500m of bank.

Coarse fish gravels have been placed
within the channel. Unfortunately, due to
health and safety issues with water levels
constantly rising and falling; the final part of
the project has had to be put on hold to

ensure stabilisation of the footbridge.

The engineers and contractors are working to produce new
designs for the bridge stabilisation. It is expected that work
here will recommence during February 2013



