


 

Annual  Rainfall for December 
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Rainfall Observations for December 2013  

Rainfall for December was 187.3 mm compared to the mean of 85.2 mm and the previous maximum for 

December of 172.5 mm.  November 2009 was the last time this level was exceeded when 235.1 mm was 

recorded.  

 

OART is grateful to South East Water for the award in November of £2,200 from its  

Community Chest Fund.  The funds will be dedicated to supporting our work on invertebrate 

 monitoring  through the purchase of equipment (e.g.  microscopes, sample nets) and  

identification keys. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

23rd. APRIL 2014     7.00 PM  

PLUMPTON GREEN VILLAGE HALL  

GUEST SPEAKER ñ GARETH  DAVIES  EA  

OART  FUTURE  PLANS  

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS  

WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU  



 

Dear Members  

Until my arm was twisted - ever so nicely ð and I became Chairman in 
October, I am afraid I had done rather little for OART bar pay my 
membership subscription, read predecessors of this issue and, last 
winter, take part in the sea trout watch. With its ca 160 members 
OART may seem like a small fish in the waterscape of Sussex but I 

have quickly learned how its dynamism and commitment more than make up for this.  

With time I have also seen how these qualities are appreciated and recognised through 
OARTõs ever strengthening relationships with large organisations like the Environment 
Agency and the water companies.  

Water falls everywhere, flows downhill, downstream, passing through the town and 
countryside and finally reaching the sea. If the Adur and Ouse and all their tributaries 
are to become the high quality environment we aim for ð clean, full of water and full of 
life ð OARTõs approach will need not just to build on these growing partnerships but to 
extend them to the managers and owners of this Sussex landscape.  

Challenges about the use, management, quality and conservation of water are quite 
formidable and may require fundamental rethinks.  As an example, while we may well 
welcome the processing of 95 million litres of water a day at Peacehaven Wastewater 
Treatment Works, opened last year, it is sobering to realise that all of this, rather than 
being recycled, then goes out to sea.  

At the same time I will mention Prince Phillip! As long ago as 1965, according to my 
Collins Dictionary of Quotations, he said: òé the biggest waste of water in the country 
by far. You spend half a pint and flush two gallons.ó  

Solutions to all kinds of water issues will have to be found at both the macro and the 
micro level and to involve much of the local community.  

As we and others plan for the future it will be against a legislative background of the 
EU Water Framework Directive and a methodology which is called the Catchment 
Based Approach.  

Trustees and the Management Committee have been developing ideas for OARTõs own 
future which they will present to members at the AGM on 23rd April for comment and 
input. Please, please do turn up and have 
your say !  

It would be good to meet you too.  

Many thanks.  

Hew Prendergast  

OART Chairman  

 



 

Pepperõs pot pourri. 
 

You canôt win óem all. 
 

Researchers at Lough Neagh in Ireland have noted a 75% fall in the numbers of wintering birds attributed to improvements in water quality 
from farm conservation measures.  Historically, Loch Neagh used to freeze during the winter months but climate change in the last 30 
years has resulted in a 3.80 C increase in the winter temperature in Northern Europe.  The lake no longer freezes so becomes available for 
water birds that previously migrated further south.  The number of birds using the lake resulted in it being declared a Special Protection 

Area. Since the 2000/2001 season there has been a 75% decline in the number of diving ducks using the lake in the winter.  

Farm conservation measures aimed to increase water quality means that there is less organic matter in the lake on which the aquatic inver-
tebrates feed.  Researchers have measured a 66% decline in the numbers of insects and snails and of the algae on which they feed .  With 
less food available, the numbers of birds have declined.  Climate change may also play a part as the birds can now find unfrozen water 
even further north and nearer to their breeding territories.    Its chief author, Dr Irena Tom§nkov§ said:   ñOur research found there was a 
66 per cent decline in the numbers of insects and snails in the lake and that this was associated with a decline of algae.ò   ñNow that con-
servation schemes are beginning to have an effect and reduce levels of pollution we are seeing increasing water quality and the unex-
pected consequence is fewer invertebrates and as a result less duck food.ò  We are unlikely to see this effect in the Ouse catchment at the 
moment but it does beg the question, how much organic matter is too much?  It depends, I suppose, on what it brings with it.  Phosphate 
levels, as measured by OART, are way above the optimum and the ammonia, at times, also reaches damaging levels.  Control of these 

lies not only with agriculture but also with sewage treatment and the maintenance of adequate water flow rates. 

2014 

A new year should be a fresh start but things seem very much the same as before.  Already, by the 4th, we have had 41mm of rain and 
there are countless flood warnings in place.  There are continual cries that the EA is 
not doing enough for flood defences.  Apart from the obvious lack of funds, it seems 
to me that the problem is being tackled from the wrong end.  The bottom up approach 
will only provide a temporary fix until a top down approach is adopted.  There needs 
to be more restoration of flood plains and, definitely, no more buildings on them.  This 
would slow down the speed at which flood water arrives at the lower reaches of the 
rivers.  In the longer term, more tree-planting is needed.  Woodlands absorb large 
quantities of water but, unfortunately, they take many years to create and there 
seems to be a lack of long term planning ï governments do not look further than the 

next election.   

P.S.  The headline in The Times today ï ñAncient Woodland to be axed in drive for 
homesò.  What more can I say. 
 

 

AN ODDITY  -   Written by Sam St.Pierre 
 
 

During one of our invertebrate monitoring exercises on the Ouse at Deanôs Mill last July, we found a strange looking larva that appeared to 
have many tails. A search through the literature and the internet failed to provide any help towards identification, so we sent the specimen 
to the Freshwater Biological Association (FBA) laboratory in Windermere requesting help. It transpired that the larva was of a fly from the 
Family Athericidae, the species being Atrichops crassipes, the Least Water Snipe fly. This fly is apparently not very common in the UK and 
the FBA asked if they could keep the specimen for their collection. We of course agreed, being rather pleased that OART was able to make 
a contribution, albeit very small, to the archives of such an internationally renowned institution.  

 
Having thought that we had stumbled across something pretty rare, we assumed that we would be 
unlikely to come across it again in a hurry. However, at our last dipping exercise of 2013, (December), 
on the Plumpton Mill Stream at Ferrings Bridge, we captured no less than thirteen of these larvae. 
Maybe in the past we have failed to recognize this beast, but now we know what we are looking for we 
may come across it more often. 
 
The common name Least Water Snipe fly is intriguing. Whilst there are Yellow Legged and Black 
Legged Water Snipe flies recorded, (but not in the UK) I can find no mention of Greater or Lesser 
Water Snipe flies.  One would expect to find this in view of the fact that there is a Least variety. I 
should be pleased to hear from anyone who can shed any light on this apparent anomaly. 
 
Various types of Water Snipe fly can be found worldwide. They are mainly nectar feeders but some 
feed on mammalian blood. The ñtailsò on the larvae are actually pro-legs, covered in microscopic 
hooks. These allow the organism to hold on to the substrate of fast flowing streams which are their usual habitat.   They are carnivorous 
and feed on other larvae such as the caddis fly. 

Atrichops crappies  
 Adult 

 Larva of Atrichops crassipes 


